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NEWSLETTER

Welcome
Reflection on 2020

2020 has offered us all significant challenges.
On Thursday 19th March, a date that seems so long ago, I wrote to inform you that the school
had been told to close for anyone other than key worker and vulnerable children to help delay
the spread of the coronavirus. Here we are, almost nine months to the day, still in the midst of
a pandemic!
Since that day, I have written to you many times – thanking you for your support and patience,
explaining our ‘new normal’ and updating you on the rules set by the government. During
lockdown, we loved receiving work and the video message many of you contributed to raised
our spirits.
It was great to welcome you all back in September and school has been filled with laughter
and smiles ever since.
We have a great deal to be proud of! From the positivity of parents when in isolation to the
incredible flexibility and commitment of staff. However, it isn’t us, it is the children that have
shone most brightly. Their resilience, kindness and respect has impressed me the most.
I look forward to a more positive year next year. On behalf of all the staff at Halsnead, I hope
you have a very merry Christmas!

Strive to Achieve
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Attendance for this Week
Week beginning 14th December 2020.
Congratulations to 3 4 EW who achieved 98.7%
attendance — well done!
Overall school attendance was 92.6%

A huge thank you goes to our two trainee
teachers Miss Swindells and Mr Greenhalgh
for their hard work this term.

OUR ATTENDANCE TARGET IS: 97%
Year 3 and 4 - Mrs Elwill and Mrs Westoby

98.7

Year 2 - Miss Spencer

98.3

Year 1 and 2 - Mrs Olushonde

96.4

Year 1 - Mrs Kendall

95.5

GOODBYE &

Year 3 - Miss Keenan

93.3

GOOD LUCK

Year 5 - Mr Lenaghan

93.2

Year 4 - Mrs Redmond

89.5

Year 5 and 6 - Mr Doherty

82.7

They have been working in Year 4 and Year
1 respectively and have become part of the
staff team at Halsnead. We wish them both
well as they move onto their next placement
school after Christmas.
After the holidays we will be welcoming
some new trainees to the team - watch this
space for more information!

4R would like to say a special, ‘Thank you and goodbye’ to Miss Swindells. Good luck
in your new school. ☘
A big 'Thank you' goes to Mr Greenhalgh
who has been working in 1K. All of 1K would
like to wish him the best of luck in his new
school! ☘

Long

JUMP

A big well done goes to Kian L V and Harrison D in 3
4 EW who recorded the longest distances in the
whole of Merseyside for their long jumps during the
KSSP Pentathlon!
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PE Spring Timetable
Please see the PE timetable for the Spring term.

Reception Place
Admissions for
September 2021

Please note the closing date for reception
class applications for the September 2021
intake is 15th January 2021.
If you have already applied online you should
have received an email to confirm that your
application has been submitted to the Local
Authority.
Please follow this link if you still need to apply
online.
https://www.knowsley.gov.uk/residents/educ
ation-and-schools/apply-for-a-schoolplace/annual-school-admission-procedures
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As normal, homework has been set but will not be due back
until the 8th January. We do not mind when the homework
is completed but the Seesaw and Tapestry accounts will not
be monitored by class teachers until 5th January. If you do
need to communicate with the school, please email Miss
Taylor on head@halsnead.co.uk

The Big Help Project
Knowsley Food Support

Please see attached the times and locations for the
Knowsley Foodbanks, Foodclubs and Food Support for over
the festive period.
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class Value awards

Nursery - Miss Lucas
Nursery! I couldn't be prouder of how you have all settled into school. Each and every one of you have shown
resilience, kindness, respect, aspiration, collaboration and integrity by throwing yourselves into the new routines
with big smiles on your faces! Your positive, can do attitudes are contagious and the relationships you have all
made with each other and the staff are amazing. Our strong team work approach in class is all down to you
guys, who show confidence and care in involving others in play and asking for help and checking friends are
feeling happy. I can't wait to see you all after your Christmas break. I look forward to hearing all about what
Santa Claus brought for you and what you did with your loving families.

Reception - Mrs Davies
Well done to all the children in class RD. This half term you have all worked really hard and tried your best at
every challenge you have faced just like Andy Aspiration. You have showed me how kind you all are to your
friends and teachers. You should all be proud of yourselves for demonstrating Halsnead's values.

Reception - Mrs Wills
I am so pleased with the resilience you have shown this term. You have all settled into your learning and
are showing great enthusiasm and confidence as learners. You all strive to do your very best and work
super hard each day. Even when activities are challenging you all keep trying until you succeed. I am very
proud of you all and so lucky to be your teacher. Enjoy the Christmas break and I look forward to seeing
your smiling faces in January.
Year 1 - Mrs Kendall
All of the children in 1K have worked extremely hard on their writing this term and their progress is phenomenal,
their final written outcomes for Beegu are AMAZING!!! They should all feel so proud of themselves because we
are so proud of them!!! Their maths skills have also improved so much and it is lovely to see them becoming
confident mathematicians. THANK YOU for such a fantastic time yesterday at the party. It truly was a real
pleasure spending time with all the children laughing, dancing and having fun!!! They have all worked so hard
this term and we are really looking forward to next year and seeing how much more progress they will make!!!
We hope you have a lovely Christmas and a Happy New Year!!! See you in January!

Year 1 & 2 - Mrs Olushonde
What a wonderful term we've had in Class 1 and 2 O! You have worked your little socks off! Thank you to each
and every one of you for all the effort you have put into your learning. It has really paid off. This term we have
focused on the school value of 'Resilience' and you have really demonstrated how to be like 'Rosie'. You have
faced new challenges with a problem-solving attitude and this will help you with all aspects of your life, both now
and in the future. I am bursting with pride when I think of the progress you have all made - well done!
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class Value awards
Year 2 - Miss Spencer

2S, you have been superstars this term. You have shown resilience towards your work, respect and
collaboration towards your peers and teachers, and you have taken on our new values of integrity and kindness
brilliantly. Above all, you have shown aspiration. I beam with pride daily at your attitude towards school and I am
so proud to be your teacher!

Year 3 - Miss Keenan
Year 3 have blown me away this term. They embody every aspect of the school values. They have continued to
show resilience in the face of adversities both inside and outside of the classroom. The collaboration, kindness
and respect they show to their peers and everyone within the school is astonishing. They have really matured
over the past four months and have shown their care and want to learn every single day. A credit to their
families and school!

Year 3 & 4 - Mrs Elwill and Mrs Westoby
We have been delighted with how Year 3 and 4 EW have settled into their new class. The children have listened
well to the inspiring stories of Katherine Johnson, JK Rowling, Mo Farah and Claire Danson, and they all have
shown our value of resilience in abundance over the last half term. You have made your teachers exceptionally
proud with the effort and attitude you have applied to your learning. Keep up the amazing work, after your welldeserved Christmas break. Mrs Westoby, Mrs Elwill and Mrs Irving.

Year 4 - Mrs Redmond
To the wonderful 4R! What a term you’ve had! You have ALL worked your socks off! I think I may have said that
EVERY DAY since September. You have surpassed my expectations - with your attitude to learning, the effort
you put into your work each day and demonstrating our school values. Thank you for making us smile. Now,
enjoy your Christmas and New Year, Mrs Redmond and Mrs Jones xxx

Year 5 - Mr Lenaghan
All of 5L - I have been so impressed with this class over the course of our first full term together. The kindness,
respect, integrity, resilience, aspiration and collaboration they have shown has blown me away. We have had so
many fantastic achievements and the children have so much to be proud of. I look forward to the new year to
share many more success stories!

Year 5 & 6 - Mr Doherty
5 and 6D - Thank you for demonstrating our school values throughout this term. You’ve showed fantastic
resilience when faced with difficult challenges and great aspiration skills to do well in work that you have been
given. I am so proud of each and everyone of you and cannot wait to see you flourish in the Spring term! Have a
fantastic Xmas and New Year! Mr Doherty

Year 6 - Mr Owen
6/O have really impressed me this half term, particularly their resilience and flexibility when adapting to a new
way of learning. None of them have complained about moving their learning online and all of those who have
engaged in the learning set have produced some amazing work. You continue to blow me away with your hard
work each and every day. Well done 6/O. I can't wait to see you all again in person in January!

